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Guest Corner continued ...

ever seen. The All-American buck’s 15 tines sported every imaginable whitetail
characteristic: blades, forks, kickers, stickers, even a drop. Later I discovered
that it grossed Boone and Crockett, my biggest bow kill to date.

As | paused to give thanks, | thought about the many friends, neighbors
and business associates who supported me so faithfully during my time of
need. Where would | be without them? | know | didn’t deserve this wonderful
deer, but I’ll take it nonetheless. And I’ll take every prayer sent my way. After

all, that’s where most miracles come from. Return Home
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Mathews Spotlight: David Kersh

Country-Music Fan Favorite Expects Much
from Himself and His Switchback at All Times

David Kersh of Texas fell in love with Mathews bows the first time
he shot and bought a Q2. He has since owned and shot the Legacy,
Outback and now the Switchback. Each instills confidence in
practice and in the deer woods.

By Patrick Durkin

Whether he’s singing and playing his guitar in front of a wild audience
or drawing his Mathews Switchback on a trophy whitetail on a cold November
morning, country-music artist David Kersh expects the most from himself and
his equipment, no matter what the setting or the circumstances.

Kersh, 36, says both situations are huge challenges, but that’s what
true craftsmen and taskmasters desire: situations that test their skills and
talents to see if they can deliver a top-shelf performance first time, every time.

“Singing and bowhunting are similar in some important ways,” David
said. “More than anything, its the challenge. When you’re on stage, it’'s a
constant challenge to give your fans your best show every time. You want to
make it worth their money to see you. That’s the same approach | take when
I’m bowhunting or practicing with my bow. | guess it’s a just my way of life. | Country-Music sensation and Mathews
also want to do the best | can whenever I’'m in the woods. | owe deer my best shooter David Kersh.
shot every time | draw my bow.”

David, a native of Humble, Texas, which is north of Houston, became
well-known in the late 1990s for his top-five hits “Goodnight Sweetheart” and
“Another You.” His wild, energetic concerts also made him a fan favorite
during relentless tour schedules. His natural gift for crowd interaction -- which
range from friendly conversations to flying leaps into their waiting arms — and
his high-end performances ensure his fans go home happy. And just to make
sure, David puts just as much effort into his “meet and greets” after each show
to make sure his fans know he appreciates their support.

After recording two successful CDs in the second half of the 1990s —

“Goodnight Sweetheart” and “If | Never Stopped Loving You” — and spending
nearly 90 percent of his time on tour for three straight years, David’s voice
gave out. He took a forced break to let himself recover, and then returned in
2004 and early 2005 to tour with Rhett Akins, Chad Brock and Daryle Single-
tary as part of the Honky Tonk Tailgate Party.

Practicing on the Road

One of David’s great memories of that tour is the group’s frequent
archery practice sessions before each concert.
“We had about five or six targets in our trailer, and we shot nearly
every day,” David said. “I just have a great passion for bowhunting and | like
to keep in practice. Every time I’'m out there shooting, it brings back great
bowhunting memories for me. Plus, I’'m a competitive guy and so is Rhett. It
was a great form of entertainment for us to set up our targets and shoot every
chance we got.”
David traces his bowhunting passions back to his childhood, and has
no trouble recalling bowhunts and other hunts with his father, Charlie, and
brother, Michael, in Texas. “I started hunting about the same time | started _

Hit “Continue ...” for more on this story. Return Home
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The more bowhunts you experience, the more you want to be out there. When
| get to the end of each deer season, | can’t wait for the next season to open
again. I don’t have to shoot something to enjoy the hunt. If | call one in and get
it within 20 or 30 yards, or if some come in and start feeding around me, it’s
exciting whether | shoot or not.”

David does most of his bowhunting in his home state, Texas, but he has
also bowhunted whitetails in lowa, Tennessee and Louisiana, and went after
elk in Colorado a few years ago. One of his most memorable bowhunts was a
recent trip to lowa.

“A buddy and I were hunting a piece of property not far from the lowa
River in early November a couple of years ago,” he said. “It was the most
unbelievable hunting I’'ve ever experienced. We were only there two mornings
and one evening, but that’s all the time we needed on that hunt. | rattled in 21
different bucks. It was a magical time along the river. My buddy shot a buck
that scored 154, and | got a 10-pointer with an extra tine growing from the
middle of his skull. I rattled him in from about 125 yards, and | could hear him
coming.

“That buck came right in like he was on a string, and hit a scrape near
my stand. He gave me a good shot angle and | got him. It was unbelievable.
Was | ever happy! | was glad the hunt ended so fast because it was freezing
cold. Being from Texas, I’m not used to freezing temperatures! | want so bad
to get back up there. It was a great experience.”

Giving and Giving More

In addition to David’s passion for bowhunting and interacting with his
fans, he also makes time for charity work. David helps promote the National
Court Appointed Special Advocate Association, which helps abused or
neglected children. CASA’s mission is to “make sure every child in need has a
voice.” David has also helped out by serving on the national advisory council
for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Those efforts help him keep perspective on life and appreciate the
blessings and support he has received himself. Unfortunately for his loyal
fans, as 2006 unfolded, David decided he needed to step aside from music for
at least the time being. As he wrote in an open letter to his fans on his Web
site: “You never know what God has in store for me. ... Maybe in time | will get
back in the studio with the passion | once had for singing and make another
CD, because | may have that opportunity down the road.”

When we caught up with David in Autumn 2006, he wasn’t sure where
he would channel his talents in the months and years ahead, but he remains
upbeat, optimistic and appreciative of everything he has experienced.

He also intended to bowhunt whitetails with his Switchback bow as much as
possible. The one constant of all those bowhunts is the confidence he feels
when he draws and aims.

“Mathews bows provide confidence,” he said. “I know when | take the shot
that it’s going to perform the way it performs in practice. When | release the
arrow, it goes where it’s supposed to go. Mathews makes an incredible
product. They’re incredible bows that make archery and bowhunting more fun
than ever.”




